HEtlGION AND NATIONALISM

cance, and its observance has no religious motive,
But for the Jews outside Palestine who observe (ho
Sabbath, the observance is motivated by,and, therefore,
significant for, religion. Moreover, may there not be
some gain in a religious observance which is at the
same time significant and difficult? Religion may
not be so difficult as to be impossible for most
but it may not be so easy as to require mi
Comparatively few Jews in London cease from work
on the Jewish Sabbath, but when one does, his
observance is obviously mure significant religiously
than that of a Jew in Tel Aviv. The Jews in Palestine
are free to observe the Sabbath, but that dues not
necessarily mean that their observance is u religious gain*
The argument, however, about freedom goea far
beyond matters of religious observance. Those who
advance it contend that the religious thought and
impulses of the Jews have been bent or repressed by
both a conscious and unconscious attention to die
thought and wishes of the majority j that, in short, the
Jews, even in the countries where they are most fine*
politically, or perhaps especially in those countries*, are
not free spiritually because of the inevitable pressure
exerted on them by the religion of the majority.
There Is an old saying that in religious thought and
practice the Jews tend to imitate the Christiana.